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The group of twenty-four caves, locally known as
Pandu-lena or Pandava's Caves (Lat.20°05';
Long. 73°45)) were cut in a long line on the north
face of a hill, called Trirashmi in early times, 8 k.m.
from Nasik City . The caves are hewn at a height of
nearly 60-70 m from the surrounding plains. The
main interest of this group lies not only in its
bearing on its walls a number of inscriptions of
great historical significance belonging to the reign
of Satavahanas and Kshaharatas or
Kshatrapas, but also in its representing a brilliant
phase in the rock-cut architecture of the second
century A.D., to which period came up the
maijority of the caves.

Interior, Cave 23
There are altogether twenty-four excavations

mostly belongs to the early Centuries. In later
times not only some of the earlier caves
(Hinayana) were altered, reconditioned and
embellished with the figures of Lord Buddha and
Bodhisattvas, but a few new ones were added.
Besides the actual caves there are water tanks
and cisterns chiefly in conjunction with the caves.
Both the Satavahanas and Kshaharatas were
active patrons of this establishment and the two
largest Monasteries (Cave No.3 and 8) were
caused to be excavated by them. The remaining
caves  were the gifts of the common people,
including monks and writer.

The important caves in this group are Cave No.13
which is a Chaitya-Griha and cave No.3,8,10,23
are Viharas. Cave No.13 is the only Chaitya cave
of this group, belongs fo circa 1st century B.C. The
Chaitya divided into the usual nave; apse
and aisles by octagonal pillars supported the

entablature from which the vault of the nave rises.
The apse has the usual Votive Stupa. The carving
over the doorway is similar to wooden work.
Among the Monasteries cave No.3,8,10,23 have
outshone others in Size, Planning and splendors
have elicited and acclamation on account of their
unique combination of the architectural grandeur
and sculptural embellishment. Cave No.3
named as "Gautamiputra Cave" because it
contain the inscription of Gautami Balasari, the
mother of the most powerful Satavahana king.
This is the largest Vihara with a bench on three
sides and eighteen cells, seven on the right side,
six in the back and five in the left besides two
openings from the Verandah. Cave No.8 named
as "Nahapana Cave" because it contain six
inscriptions of the family of Nahapana, it is the
second largest Vihara in this series and one of the
most interesting, it is purer in style and superior in
execution. Cave No.10 is also known for it's
decorated pillars which considered being the best
specimen of this age.

The main beauty of these caves lies in its dignified
facade, effectively composed and carved. The
fleshy bodies, heavily emphasized sashes turbans
and other details of the costume are strictly within
the Indian tradition. The beautiful pillar capitals,
adored with the animals and composite figures
with the riders.

The caves of Pandulena not only represents
their artistic grade but at the same time they
represents Art, Culture, Religious and Social
setting of ancient time.

Inscription, Cave 10
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